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" TOOK HALF IN RATS.

the Fores of the Pestilence,
A recent number of the North China

ibles the feathers of the cass)
How China's Downgir Empress Mitigated : The smuller fishes often seck a hidin:

Herald, ju.d received in this city, tells |

this story of the Empress Dowager of
Chinu:

“A rather good story is told among |

the Chinese about the empress dowa-
ger wnd the plague, The empress
weeps constantly burning, day and
night, in her pulace, eighteen lamps,
which represent the ecighteen prov-
inees of China, Not long ngo one of the
lnnps, althongh it received preeisely
the same attention asall the others,
wan burning very badly, and the em-
priss sent for the chief imperial as-
trunomer to learn the reason. The
chief astronomoer having earefully con-
cidured the matter and consulted the
nrehives, told the empress that the
lainp which was burning so ladly rep-
resenled the provinee of Canton, which
wis about to he afflieted with a serious
epidemie, in which the god of pesti-
lenee had determined to take off eight-
tenths of the people.

“The empress was very much con-
cerncd ot being told this, and asked the
ehief astronomer how such & dreadful
doom might be averted from eight-
tonths of her people in the provinee.
The ehicf astronomer said that the god
ini cht perhaps be moved by prayer and
offerings, nnd everything was done to
placate him by the empress downgor's
orders. After this the chief astrono-
mer was asked what suceess had been
achieved, and, after much considera-
tion and eonsultation, he replicd that
the god ¢f pestilence had consented to
compromise—but this was absolutely
the best he conld do—for four-tenths
human beings and four-tenths rats,
["hus the frightfnl mortality of ratsand
linman beings ut Canton this spring is
cxplained.”

MAVE THEIR OWN METHODS.

The Cagsownrles Porsoe a Plan of Chelr
Own for { atebing Ulsh.

The methods employed by the e¢asso-
wury in eatehing fish differ materially
from those of the common fish-hawk,
The fish-hawle employs very much the
sme methods os the birds of prey,
while the cassowary flihes according to
wmethod of itsown anlusesa goad deal
ub steategy. A number of years ago |
was standing nenr the Lanl of o river
when 1 saw a cassowary come down to
thewater's edee and  stand for some
winutes, apparently watching the
water envefully. It then stepped into
e river where it was about two feet
deep, and, squatting down, spread its
Vineh out, submerged them, the fonth-
et being spread snd rubiled. The bird
ropained  perfectly  motionless and
kepl itieye clwed, as if insleep. It
rematicied in this position at least half
an hour, when it suddenly elocdl its
wings, nad, straightening its feathers,
stepped out on the bank. Here it shool
itsclf several times, whereupon a num-
bor of small fluhes foll out of its win
from umid its feathers, which the bir |
imnmediztely mehed up and swallowed.
ihie fshes had evidently mistaken the

athers for a kind of weed that grow:
slong the river banle cnd which resem-

ar;

place in these weeds to avoid the larger
ones that prey upon them.

TIME AT THE NORTH POLE.

The Maun Who Uirst Renohes That Polnt
WL Bloct with @ ureprises.

I ever the north pole is reached the
adventurous soirits who get there will
find that thee have actuslly ong
stripped Fathor Time altogether: in
foet, he will hove riven up the rate en-

tirely, for at the nerthern and south- |

o oxtremitivs of the carth's exi,
there oo figed time ot all, savs 1750 |
Licss Glebe, Atany mowment it e
e 10 cr mibdeiglite brealednast time or i

upper me, worle Ue or play thoe.
wale dever one likas,  Cloeless will be o |
frawd and deloioa, for at the pole all
Bproey of Lagitude  converge inl--i
onecand ther Goe all thnes.  The pos:

| sililitics of snet 4 position are endless. |

Not only, tor,
but the ealer
will, cither y.

Wil the clocks be out,
*uswell It can be, ot
rloy or to-day, or 1

| morrow. We L vo hoard a lotof fool:

ish people asls ~hot the nse and plog:
nre ean b of sotting to the north pole.
but w little redection will show us ad-
vantages ean be gained there whicli |
cannot be found in any other part of
the globe. There, at any rate, instead
of being like the poor inhabitants of
lower Iatitudes, the slaves of time, we
can turn the tables and be its masters,

The Cute Smoker Pluys IHis Game ana
Hns It Returned, |
The following “Frand Upon an In-
surance Company,” in the Dentsche Ta- |
buk-Zeitung, is certainly just a little
too good to be true: A cunning fellow.
who wunted to smoke the Lest cigar
at the cheapest possible cost, bought
one thousand cigars of the highest
quality and corresponding price, and
immediately insured the whole stock.
When he had smoked the last of them
he demanded seven hundred and fifty
murks from the insurance company on
the ground that the whole of his in-
sured stoek, ten boxes of cigars, had
been consumed by fire!  The Solomonic
conrt decided in favor of the plaintiif.
The company then brought an action
of conspiracy against the smoler, ace
cuving him of having intentionally put
fire to his own eigars and deliberately
destroyed his property. Hereupon the
sime wise court condemned the in-
snred smoker to three month's impyis-
onment.

Origin of the Walking Stick.

Probably the patriaveh’s staff was
the first sdoptntion of the wallking
sticlk and from its first ineeption to the
present doy it has undergone almost
endless changes. In 1701 footmen nt-
tending gentlemen were forbidden to
carry swords, these being replaced by
o porter's staff. Thirty years later
jentlemen were forbiddgn to carry
swords, but allowed to carry large onl
sticks, Hefore many years varnished
and pelished woods with ornamental
heads eame into use and in one form or

. another huve held their own in public

| populurity.

| sin's hand.

LOST CARNOT'S HAT,

| 1n the Excltement of the Moment Another

Man Wores It Awny.

A strange incident. by the way,
marked the last duys spent by Iime,
Carnot in the palace which had been
her home for seven anxions years, She
desired to preserve us precious relics
{or her family all the articles of dress
worn by her husband at the moment
when he was struek down by the assos-
These were carefully eol-
leeted pnd sent to her, but the hat
1 me was missing, and it swas supposed

have been lost in the confusion of
tht fatal drive. It appears, however,
thet among the first to offer medical
help as the vietim lay on his deathbed
il the prefectnre was Dr. Girard, the

| mayorof Churbonuieres.

When other surgeons took charge of
the case this gentloman discreetly
withdrew and was looking for his hat,
whereupon Col. Chamoin handed one to
him. He put it on and went home,
thinking it was his own, for it fitted
hin exactly. Not until some days later
he cast his eyes on this article of head-
ear a5 it hung in his hall, examined it
wore closely and found it marked in-
side with a “C" did he recognize his
mistake. The lost hat was forthwith
restored and Mme. Carnot acknowl-
edged its receipt in o letter expressing
her heartfelt thanks.

A Notable Event,

When Queen Victoria travels, an en-
rrine is chirefully selected, in charge of
an experienced engineer and fireman.
A pilot engine always precedes the
rayal train, and no train is allowed to
¢ross the main line for half an hour be-
fore the time for the queen to pass.
The pates at all grade erossings are
loeked, all shifting operations are sus-
pended and an army of track-walkers
are on duty to remove any obstruction
from th ‘ine. In addition to all this
a telepram is sent from every station
herilding her npproach. Altogéther,
it must be quite an events when her
majesty tales a trip, but the general
traveling publie cannot enjoy it.

Continents Named for Women,

Three great divisions of the globe
took their names from feminine orig-
ingls—Asin from a nymph of thot
name, Burope from Europa, the daverh-
ter of Agrenos, und Afriea from Liby
or Aphriea, the davehter of Epaphs
And  the fourth quarter, Americu,
though named for a man, has been
miven o feminine ending.

How to alvepara o rosen Collee,

Measure four heaping tablespoonfuls
of pulverized cofice. Put into a favin
buagler and pour over i one goaet of
tresh botled water, cover the boiler nnd
Loaud it over the fire for ten miznatos
Chen stiain throngh two thicknoesses of
sieese elotlh, add half apoundof dugr,
tir until the sugor is dissolved, aml
when cold drop it the white of oo
e unbenten, holf o piot of ereum un |
i d i P T into e freoi
A yonwouhl o herbet, stirrmg cape-
fally but eontinvon dy. Seryvein gl
as quickly as froceni—llousehold Nows.
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